2          ABOUT CATHEEINE DE' MEDICI
I could understand all this patient research if the battle of Cannce could be doubted; but since its consequences are well known, what is the use of Slackening so much paper with theories that are but the Arabesque of hypothesis, so to speak; while the most important history of later times, that of the Reformation, is so full of obscurities that the name remains unknown of the man1 who was making a boat move by steam at Barcelona at the time when Luther and Calvin were inventing the revolt of mind?
We, I believe, after having made, each in his own way, the same investigations as to the great and noble character of Catherine de9 Medici, have come to the same opinion. So I thought that my historical studies on the subject might be suitably dedicated to a writer who has labored so long on the history of the Reformation; and that I should tlius do public homage, precious perhaps for its rarity, to the character and -fidelity of a man true to the Monarchy.
PAEIS, January 1842.
1 The inventor of this experiment was probably Salomon of Caux, not of Caus. Tliis great man was always unlucky; after his death even his name was misspelt. Salomon, whose original portrait, at the age of forty-six, was discovered by the author of the Human Comedy, was born at Caux, in Normandy.